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play sports, and we 

liked the idea.ó 

 Both believe 

very strongly in 

their bill, and are 

currently eager to 

see that their bill is 

passed completely.  

Logan Warner and 

Jennifer Westfall, 

two students from 

Buchanan-Upshur 

HI-Y, decided to 

write a bill about a 

very well needed 

change to a certain 

subject. This bill 

communicates the 

factor of extracur-

ricular credits. This 

means that if one 

were to play a sport 

for a full school 

year, that student 

would be given a 

physical education 

credit towards 

graduation. In the 

bill, the authors 

(Warner and 

Westfall) wrote,  

 òThe ulti-

mate goal as stated 

in policy 2520.6 is 

for students ôto 

maintain an active 

lifestyle for a life-

time.õ Whereas ex-

tracurricular sports, 

such as swim team, 

football, basketball, 

and other school 

sports accomplish 

the goal of section 

2520.6. An athlete 

in high school is an 

athlete for life.ó 

 The authors 

went on to comment 

on their bill, stating 

their inspiration for 

writing it:  

 òWe both 

òAn athlete in high school is an athlete for life.ó 
W H A T  W A S  

T H E  H I G H -

L I G H T  O F  

Y O U R  W E E K -

E N D ? 

Serving in the Youth 

Legislature? 

Serving as a member 

of the Youth Court? 

Staying at Embassy 

Suites? 

Visiting West Vir-

giniaõs Capital 

 

No matter what was the 

highlight of your week-

end, please come back 

for next yearõs Youth in 

Government! 
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Former Senator Carte Goodwin 

escorted into the House Cham-

ber during the Opening Session 
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how they felt about their 

bill being passed in the 

House, Marteney re-

plied,  òWe were just 

really glad that the peo-

ple supported our bill.ó 

However, Bennett and 

Matreneyõs bill did not 

get passed by the gov-

ernor.  According to the 

Governorõs cabinet 

members, Dusty 

McCauley, Nick Mullins, 

and MacKenzie Staple-

ton and Governor Fealy 

herself, that while they 

By Miranda Blake  

Tabby Bennett and Ra-

chel Marteney, both 

Buchannan-Upshur 

members, introduced a 

bill during this week-

ends Youth in Govern-

ment legislative session 

that proposed limiting 

the number students per 

classroom to twenty -

five.  Bennett states, òwe 

decided to write his bill 

because at our school, 

classes seem to be 

crowded.ó  When asked 

we in agreement that 

the idea was good, the 

authors did not specify 

how classes such as gym 

and band should be 

handled.  In addition, all 

agreed that funding for 

additional classrooms 

and teachers needed to 

enact the bill was a pri-

mary concern.  There-

fore, for both those rea-

sons, they felt they had 

no choice but to veto the 

legislation.  

By Miranda Blake  

Candidate for Senate 

President, Joshua Bu-

chanan, demonstrated 

his leadership ability 

this weekend during the 

Youth in Government 

legislative session by 

serving as committee 

chair. Joshua, a member 

of the Wyoming East 

delegation, states that, 

in addition to being fun, 

the experience as com-

mittee chair has pre-

pared him because he 

has a greater under-

standing of how the bill 

procedure in the House 

and Senate work.  When 

asked why he choose to 

seek office, Joshua 

states, òhe wants to be 

that type of leader that 

makes YG a more fun 

experience for every-

one and help everyone 

understand how state 

government works.ó 

 

F R O M  C O M M I T T E E  C H A I R  T O  S E N A T E  

P R E S I D E N T I A L  C A N I D A T E  

L E G I S L A T I V E  P R O C E S S  I N  A C T I O N - G O V E R N O R  

V E T O E S  P O P U L A R  B I L L   
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òI would like to 

see all of you to 

strive for excel-

lence.ó  

Gov. Taylor 
Fealy 

òWill we 

accept that 

change?ó 

Senator Roman 

Prezioso 

G O V E R N O R  A N D  W V  W O M ENôS COMMISSION 

P R O V I D E  L U N C H 

The Governor and First 

Lady Tomblin opened the 

Governorõs Mansion to 

nearly 250 students, teach-

ers, and volunteers.  The 

home was beautifully  

decorated and proudly 

displayed a United States 

flag in the foyer reminding 

all those that enter of our 

many freedoms.  Students 

and adults alike enjoyed 

the òFreedom to Assembleó 

this weekend.  

 

The West Virginia 

Womenõs Commission  

provided the meal of buffet 

style tacos and burritos.  

Alongside was an irrespir-

able table of an assortment 

of goodies for dessert.  Tara 

Martinez is the director of 

the Womenõs Commission 

and HI-Y alumnus.  Tara 

feels that itõs great to be 

able to give back to an or-

ganization that helped in 

molding the person she is 

today.  

 

The West Virginia Womenõs 

Commission promotes the 

status and empowerment of 

all West Virginia women 

through advocacy,  

research, education, and 

consensus building.   The 

Commission exists to 

foster womenõs eco-

nomic, political, educa-

tional, and social devel-

opment; to ensure their 

full participation in soci-

ety; and to recognize 

their achievements.  

 

West Virginia Youth in 

Government would like 

to extend its apprecia-

tion  for the hospitality of 

both the Governor and 

First Lady Tomblin and 

the WV Womenõs Com-

mission.  



Senate Bill #12  

By Tesla Hickey  

This bill covers 

the issue that schools 

should start at 9:00 a.m. 

each day, that is one 

hour later than regular 

school time that we 

presently have.  The Bill 

that Jacob Goss and 

Ashley Barlow wrote 

states that 25 % of stu-

dents excel in school 

systems that begin their 

school day at 9:00am.  

By passing this law, 

West Virginia students 

will have great increase 

in their grade point av-

erage and test scores 

would significantly rise.  

Teachers will also be 

helped by having a lar-

ger class size and stu-

dentsõ attendance would 

improve with more 

alertness in class.  This 

bill passed the Senate 

Committee and the Sen-

ate.  Jacob and Ashley 

stated in their interview, 

òThis bill is very excit-

ing because we want 

kids to have a better 

education.  We hope 

that with the later times; 

kids will be ready and 

more awake on the 

given school day.ó  

When asked if they 

think the Governor will 

sign their bill, they re-

plied, òWe canõt tell if 

the Governor will pass 

this bill; it is hit or miss.  

We hope the Governor 

approves it because it 

could change West Vir-

ginia forever.  We are 

very excited that our Bill 

has made it this far.ó 

school premises through-

out the whole day, this bill 

is set to make sure the kids 

or others will be assisted 

quickly in time of emer-

gency. The bill authors 

created this bill in hopes to 

saving lives. Nick and 

Courtney were interviewed 

after their bill was passed 

by the House, and they 

commented, òThis bill in-

spired us because there 

was an accident with a stu-

dent and luckily there was 

a teacher that knew CPR.ó 

They wrote this bill to pro-

House Hill #6:  CPR and 

first aid certification for 

public school personnel  

Sponsors:  Nick Dahlheim , 

Courtney Dean  

House Bill 6 deals with 

òCPR and first aid certifica-

tion for public school per-

sonneló were both passed 

in Committee 5 and in the 

House. It received positive 

reactions from the dele-

gates. Due to the fact that 

most schools within the 

state of West Virginia do 

not have nurses on the 

tect teens, children, and 

adults. They had many  

great thoughts, but one that 

they really liked for a clos-

ing of the interview was 

they were very excited 

about their bill passing and 

they wanted to prove that 

they could make a differ-

ence and save some lives.  

By Sabrina Leary  

 

S T A R T  S C H O O L  E A R L I E R  O R  L A T E R ? ? ?  

H O W  T O  

S A V E  A  L I F E !  
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òWe will not judge you 

for what you are, but 

who you areó  

-Alex Trembly, 

Chief Justice 

Our youngest HI -Y Youth Legislator, 

Mr. Quaid Myers, with his father.  

David King accepting his retire-

ment gift at he opening session  



Pictures of the Weekend  

YG Press Corps 

Front Row:  Ashley Boyce, Miranda Blake, Tesla Hickey  

Back Row:  Sabrina Leary, Ethan Wriston, Kylee Yeater  

A Few Words With Bryce Staton, 

Chief Justice Candidate  
Bryce Staton (a freshman at Wyoming East High School) 

has decided to follow in the footsteps of many great ado-

lescents in Youth in Government history. Out of all 54 

years this establishment has been occurring, Bryce Sta-

ton (if he is elected) will be the youngest Chief Justice to 

have been chosen. Bryce Staton told the press about his 

incentive for running:  

 òI love Youth in Government. Iõve been in the ju-

dicial system for a long time because my Momõs helped 

out with this [Youth in Government/HI -Y] for a long num-

ber of years. And I think I could help out with Youth in 

Government and HI -Y with my leadership abilities.ó 

 Bryce Staton says that he hopes very strongly to 

attain this position.  
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