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Annual Emancipation Day Celebration in
Gallipolis, Ohio

The nation’s longest continuous celebration of the Emancipation
Proclamation is in Gallia County, Ohio. Every year since 1863
the celebration is around the September 22" signing of the
Emancipation Day Proclamation by President Lincoln.

Today’s celebration features music, food, historic re-enactments,
speakers and fellowship all focused on the purpose of liberty.

HI-Ys advance the cause of liberty with activities to remember
Emancipation Day that challenge members to understand the
advance of liberty is our responsibility as individuals, as HI-Ys
and as community.

Here’s how to participate -

Visit www.emancipation-day.com to learn more about the event in Gallipolis, Ohio.
Attend all or part of the Emancipation Day Celebration in Gallipolis.

Create an Emancipation Day observance in your school or community.

Let the HI-Y Leadership Center know how your HI-Y is observing Emancipation Day.

Send copies of any news coverage your HI-Y receives to the HI-Y Leadership Center.

HI-Y Leadership Center hi-y@hi-y.org
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Ilene Evans from Tucker County, WV, portrays Harriett
Tubman at the Gallipolis Emancipation Day Celebration. Ilene of =
as Harriett keynoted a recent HI-Y Fall Conference and is a E m a n c, p a t' on
frequent program resource for Horseshoe. OH'O =
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THE EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION
BY the President of the United States of America:
A Proclamation,

Whereas, on the twenty-second day of September, in N e, Y R ETEY. I
the 5&0&/ 0{ our Lord one thousand C’LQWC hundred and Si)(’tg- many in the years before Emancipation.

two, a proclamation was tssued by the President of the United
States, containing, among other things, the following, to
wit:

"That on the first day of January, in the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, all persons held as
slaves within any State or designated part of a State, the
people whereof shall thew be in rebellion against the United
States, shall be then, thenceforward, and forever free; and the
Executive qovernment of the united States, tncluding the
wmilitary and naval authority thereof, will recognize and
maintain the freedom of such persons, and will do no act or
Acts to vepress such persons, or any of them, in any efforts Ohio-West Virginia YMCA

they may make for thelr actual freedom., . . . P.O. Box 239
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