- HI-Y Alive e
Preserv/ng Our Cu/tura/ Her/tage

HI-Ys can bring the'ideas T
energy, enthUSIasm and hard.. .

Our first request is from The Virgil A. Lewis Society in Mason Coupriysident Archie Henry asks
HI-Y6s hel p in promoting the recognition of
in Mason, WV.Virgil Lewis was the founder of the WV Historical Society, wrote the first West
Virginia history textbook and was Superintendent of Mason County Schools.

The Virgil Lewis cultural heritage project has local and statewide significance! HI-Ys, who
will take the lead? LettheHI-Y Leader ship Center know you

HI-Ys too far away to help with the Lewis project, look in your own community! What can
your HI-Y do to preserve a part of your special cultural heritage?

Look around with new eyes and open ears to the special history of your community.
Talk with your parents, grandparents and others. Ask them what is special in your

history; what needs preserved.

Then decide. What will your HI-Y do? Figure out the what, why, how, when and who
youoll work with to get this done.
LettheHI-Y Leadership Center know what youbo

HI -Y Leadership Center hi -y@hi-y.or



mailto:hi-y@hiy.org

Choosing to destroly or to
witness destruction listlessly
is easy.We need to make that

decision only onceBut
choosing to preserve is much
harder. No single choice we
make today can ensure the
future viability of these place

v

Instead, we must choose to
preserve over and over agai
each day, each
generation.One bad choice,
or lone lost opportunity, can
cause irreparable devastation.

>
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John Hennessey, Acting
Superintendent, Fredericksburg &
Spotsylvania National Military Park

Virgil A. Lewis Home, Mason, WV

Virgil Anson Lewis, was born in Waggener district, Mason county, July 6, 1848. His ancestors were settlers of Masdviicduavtys was
the eldest of five children. His father died when he was 10 years of age and he worked energetically on the littledporh af Isis wid-
owed mother and orphaned brothers and sisters. Upon the introduction of the public school system in West Virginiadie meplae
himself for teaching and pursued his studies with that object in view.

He worked in a printing office during vacation and at one time owned a half interest in the West Virginia Monitor, tisespatilest
Columbia, in his native county. Later, he was employed at the Clifton Iron & Steel works. He engaged in teaching iicttseltdists; then
became a principal in the graded and high schools of Buffalo and Winfield, in Putnam County, and in those of Leon \l#digfo€ity
and Mason City. For several years he was a member of the board of examiners in the latter county. During vacation,im¢éhergardy of
pharmacy and was for a time employed as a druggist. In the year 1878 and 1879, while teaching at Winfield, he studieddadmaitted
to the bar.

In 1891, Mr. Lewis was mayor of Mason City, his home town, serving one term and declining a second election. In the,Saoveyear
Fleming appointed him delegate to the Southern Industrial congress. The next year he established the Southern HistneatMaga
Charleston, W. Va. His main energies have been given to educational and literary work, and in 1892, he was electedooratiestaie
ticket to the office of state superintendent of free schools, a position he filled for four years. He published a M&nadedr@ourse of
Study for Country and Village Schools, which has been widely adopted and has received many complimentary notices freoutesading
tors.

While state superintendent of free schools, Mr. Lewis served four years as a member of the board of public works,depresdent of
the state board of examiners, four years as president of the state educational association, four years as presidedtafrégebts of the
state normal schools and was, at the same time, a member of the board of the irreducible school fund and a commessipriatid st
From 1893 to 1897, he was editor and proprietor of the West Virginia school journal. In 1896 and 1897, he was presidarit ofdatey
College, at Ravenswood, W.Va. In 1899, he was mentioned as a candidate for the office of governor. Mr. Lewis was iedefatigaiti!
cal research and published many volumes dealing with the history of this portion of the country. His historical and adukatiade him
the logical person for state historian and archivist when that state department was opened in 1905.

Ohio-West Virginia YMCA

More information on Virgil Lewis may be P.O. Box 239
found at the West Virginia Archives & Pt Ple.as.ant WV 25550
History website: ' 304.67E’>.5899

http://www.wvculture.org/HISTORY/

notewv/lewis1.html www.hi-y.org




