
 

Developing youth 
 

Building civic leadership 
 

Renewing community life 
 

Touching the future through the hands of  youth 

 

HI -Yõs Youth Action Agenda 
 

          Teens Building Better Futures for All 

 

 

www.hi-y.org  304.675.5899 

HI-Y Changes Lives as teens change their world.  HI-Y members Identify the kind of  
school and community they want, Create  and Carry Out volunteer initiatives to Achieve  

their Vision and Reflect on their work to Strengthen Future Action. 



 

HI -Yõs Youth Action Agenda renews community and family life, 
builds an entrepreneurial culture, strengthens citizenship and 

stewardship of  our cultural and natural heritage.  HI-Y teens with 
adult volunteers and supporters will: 

 
¶ Engage 9,000 teens in 300 HI-Ys across Ohio and West Virginia  in developing effective skills of  civic 

responsibility and leadership as they create, organize and implement volunteer initiatives to improve 
their schools and communities; 
 

¶ Strengthen the skills of  1,200 teens in HI -Y leadership training conferences through teamwork, 
communication, planning, working with adults, recruiting and engaging peers, organizational decision 
making, governance, finance and volunteer service; 
 

¶ Enable 1,800 teens annually to learn the role and process of  state government through participation in 
Youth in Government Student Legislatures, Supreme Courts and state officer roles at their state 
capitol; 
 

¶ Broaden international perspectives of 1,600 teens in HI -Y Model United Nations Assemblies as 
teens represent nations trying to solve international issues; 
 

¶ Build on Horseshoeõs 70 years of  effective youth development in West Virginia to renew facilities and 
program to annually impact 5,000 and through them their schools and communities; 
 

¶ Fully develop HI -Yõs new Cave Lake Center for Community Leadership in Ohio to annually 
impact 31,000 annually with on-site programs in Entrepreneurship, Leadership, Volunteer Service, the 
Arts, Community Development, Youth Opportunity Camps for low income children, Effective 
Governance and special learning programs for schools. 

 
We need our young people to become responsible citizens  involved in the civic life of our communities and state.  HI-Y, Youth in Government and now Cave Lake in Ohio 
do just that.  I encourage every community to involve their youth in these HI-Y programs. 

                                                                                                                                Bill Morgan, President  
Ohio-West Virginia YMCA Board 

Service Makes the Difference as HI-Y teens take volunteer 
Actions to build better futures for all! 

Napoleon HI-Y students help clean up 
the Buckeye Trail. 

Williamson HI-Y 
students, partner with 

Read Aloud 
elementary students.  

Pt. Pleasant HI-Y visits a nursing 
home. 



 

 

Cave Lakeõs 700 plus acres of rare natural beauty in Pike County are being transformed into a 
nationally significant year round learning center for youth, adults and families.  At the epicenter of 
one of the worldõs most complex ecosystems, Cave Lake offers a one-of-a kind natural classroom.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Nature conservancy supports the project as it òcreatively combines educational and leadership training with the preservation of a 
unique natural resource.ó 
 

Cave Lake is a strong commitment to the future.  Cave Lakeõs vision is just what our young people and adults need.  Effective leadership is 
needed more than ever in all institutions, organizations and levels of government.  I appreciate the opportunity to serve with the Cave lake 
volunteer group to bring this bold vision to reality.  Cave Lake will produce new generations of responsible citizens and civic leaders. 
 

    Steve Evans and Doug White - Co-chairman, Cave Lake  

 

 

A renewed Horseshoe facility and program in West Virginia will reach 
5,000 each year to return home better prepared, motivated and committed 
to make differences for good!  Communities gain an ever renewing and 
strengthened base of  volunteers, leaders and more effective citizens.  

HI -Yõs bold Ohio HI-Y Cave Lake Center for Community Leadership 
initiative will have local, state-wide and national significance annually 
reaching 39,000 with a statewide outreach to 6,000 youth and on-site 

programs at Cave Lake for 31,000! 

  In Their Own Words 
This week was beyond amazing.  I have enjoyed it so much.  Everyone told me Iõd better 
be ready for a òlife-changingó experience, but I didnõt believe them.  How could seven 
days in the middle of nowhere do anything for me?  Well...it did!  In ways I never 
thought were possible.  If you have the chance to attend...take it. 

   -Taylor Pickens, St. Marys High School 

This camp has opened doors and broadened horizons I never dreamed possible in a mere 
week.  I thank you again for your support that allowed me to gain information and 
knowledge that will benefit me for a lifetime and lead to a successful career as an 
entrepreneur. 

   - Logan DelSignore, Keyser High School 

The lessons at the camp were unique to any I have ever attended.  I learned so much 
about small business management and leadership.  The friends I made and the goals I 
have set will stay with me forever.  The camp was well worth the investment and so 
much more.  Thank you once again for giving me this amazing chance.  

- Miles Smith, Woodrow Wilson High School 

 
HI-Y programs are building new generations 
of civic leadership for our communities and 
state.  Our local HI-Ys, Youth in 
Government, the 8th grade Youth and 
Government Seminars, HI-Y Model United 
Nations, Horseshoeõs Teen Entrepreneurship 
and Leadership-Service Summits and the 
Governorõs Youth Opportunity Camps for 
low income 7 ð 12 year olds are so 
effective.  Every community can benefit from 
all HI-Y offers todayõs youth. 
 

            Gayle C. Manchin, First Lady 
State of West Virginia 


