
STUDENT LEGISLATURE 
 

 

SUMMARY OF PROCEDURE 

How a HI-Y Youth in Government "Bill" Becomes a "Law" 

 

 A Bill is a proposed law.  Only legislative delegates can introduce Bills into the Student 

Legislature.  A Bill must successfully complete the following steps to become a "law". 

 

1. Be rated for position in the Bill Book. 

2. Be assigned to a Committee for consideration and passed on to the Floor. 

3. Be introduced on the Floor of the House or Senate of its origin and passed. 

4. Be signed by the Governor. 

 

STEP 1 - BILL RATING 

 

 Bills are rated on a scale of 1-75 points based on topic interest and importance, research, 

author's commitment, resources correct English and Bill form.  Those Bills receiving the highest 

points are placed first in the Bill Book.  Each Bill is given a number for identification and will be 

considered in its numerical order both in Committee and on the Floor.  Before each Legislative 

Session, the Order of the Day is re-arranged with the highest ranked Bills considered first. 

 

STEP 2 - COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION 

 

 Bills are assigned to a Committee other than the author's.  To speak for their Bill, the 

authors must appear before the Committee hearing their Bill. 

 

 The purpose of the Legislative Committee in the Student Legislature is to give each Bill a 

complete hearing and to determine which Bills will be reported out to the House or Senate and to 

prepare Committee members to take an active part in Floor debate. 

 

STEP 3 - FLOOR CONSIDERATION 

 

 Bills reported out of Committee are scheduled for consideration by the House or Senate.  

Time may not allow consideration of all Bills referred to the Legislature.  Those Bills passed by 

the House or Senate are sent to the Governor. 

 

STEP 4 - GOVERNOR CONSIDERATION 

 

 Bills passed by the House or Senate are sent to the Governor.  The Governor may sign or 

veto the legislation. 
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How a Bill Becomes Law at the Student Legislature 
 

 
DELEGATIONS choose 

topics for Legislative Bills. 

 
DELEGATES research, prepare  

draft, & document Bill. 

 
BILLS are assigned to a committee and rated for 

consideration by Youth Officers and Officer 

Candidates. 

 
BILL BOOKS are printed and 

mailed to each Legislative Delegate. 

 
COMMITTEE HEARINGS of the House 

and Senate at Youth in Government 

TYPICAL ACTIONS ON BILLS: 

 
PASSED 

Bill is sent  

to Floor as is. 

PASSED AS 

AMENDED 
Bill is sent to Floor 

with changes. 

DEFEATED 

Bill is defeated by committee and is 

no longer considered. 

 
CONSIDERATION ON THE FLOOR 

of the House or Senate 

POSSIBLE ACTION: 

 
PASSED 

Bill is sent to 

Youth Governor. 

FAILED 

Bill is defeated and 

is no longer considered. 

 
CONSIDERATION BY GOVERNOR 

POSSIBLE ACTIONS: 

 
GOVERNOR SIGNS 

the Bill into Law. 

Law goes into effect on 

the date listed in the legislation. 

GOVERNOR VETOES 

the Bill.  Only a 2/3 majority of the  

Legislature can override the veto  

after all other bills have been considered. 

 
 


